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APPENDIX B.~Page 102.
I give this conclusion in Professor Max Muller's words, Chip* Ac, ii. 234, not only because they must strengthen any inferences which I may venture to make, but because I wish to disclaim any merit of having been the first to proclaim it. I must be forgiven if I notice here, once for all, the strange plan which some writers have thought fit to adopt of quoting as coining from myself passages which I have quoted from others. Thus Mr. Moaley, writing in the Contemporary ~R,emew, rejected the solar character of the Trojan War on the ground that this conclusion was a fancy on my part shared by none others, and cited without inverted commas words which IB the Manual of Mythology I had quoted with inverted commas from Professor Max Miiller's Lectures on Language, second series, p. 471. These words are the simple assertion that the siege of Troy is * a reflection of the daily siege of the East by the solar powers that every evening are robbed of their brightest treasures in the West/ I am fully prepared to share the responsibility which may be involved in this belief, supported as it is by a mass of evidence which it is almost impossible to strengthen, and which might rather be thought, and probably hereafter will be thought, ludicrously excessive in amount; but I cannot claim the merit of having been the first to propound it. The solar character of Achilleus and of the Odyssey I had fully recognised and distinctly declared in the Introduction to the Talcs of Thebes md Argosy but on the meaning of the siege of Troy itself I had said nothing.
I cannot but regret the remarks with which Mr. Gould has closed his excellent chapter on the Tell story, which he thinks has not its signification * painted on the surface 7 hko the legends of Phoibos or B&ldnr. ' Though it is possible,' he adds, * that Gassier or Harald may be the power of evil and darkness, and the bold archer the storm-cloud with his arrow of lightning and his iris bow bonfc against the sun which is resting like a coin or golden apple on tho edge of the horizon, yet we have no guarantee thai nuch an interpretation i<$ not an overstraining of a theory,' Such an o\ en-it ruining would probably be confined to himself. Tho eleuiontH common, to all the versions of the myth are the apple, or some other round object, and an unerring archer: but here, aa we have soon, tho absolute agreement ends; and it is enough to say that the attributes assigned to Tell, Cloudeslee (whose very name marks Mm as as inhabitant of the Phaiakian or Cloudland), and the rest are the attributes of the sun in all the systems of Aryan mythology, while no such unfailing skill is attributed to the storm-cloud. StUl less